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Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Fall is just around the corner and that cool crisp air 
just begs you to come out and ride. We have had a 
wonderful riding season this year, lots of rides and 
events for you to enjoy. Along with fall, comes 
another event to consider and that is the upcoming 
election of officers for Top Cats. 

In order to have a well-run organization, we need to 
plan ahead for 2004. This process was started at the 
last meeting by Past President Wayne Kirkpatrick 
announcing the Nominating Committee. This com-
mittee is comprised of the Past Presidents Rob 
Mann, Ric Case and George Lax. Any member who 
has an interest in joining these gentlemen on the 
Nominating Committee, can contact Wayne for 
information. 

This year, all offices are up for election or re-elec-
tion except for one Director position. This is where 
you have a chance to become a part of the leadership 
that shapes the direction of Top Cats for the future! 

Is there a particular office you have an interest in? 
Talk to Wayne and see what the duties are of that 
office. Talk to the person holding that office now. 
Watch how that officer works within the organiza-
tion during the year. We have a growing member-
ship and new ideas are evolving everyday. As new 
members bring in new ideas, long term, you notice I 
did not say "old", members bring history along with 
the new ideas and we need a balance of both on our 
Board. 

Think about our organization, think of where you 
would like to see Top Cats in 2004, see how you can 
help make this happen. Contact Wayne Kirkpatrick 
to see how you can get your name on the ballot for 
next year. 

Ride Safe 	 
SANDY 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Too Slow? Too Fast? 

Last year's complaints were that our ride speeds were too slow. 
This year's complaints are that our ride speeds are too fast. I 
believe it was Comedian George Carlin who said "why is it that 
anyone going slower than you is an idiot, and anyone going faster 
than you are is a maniac?". I think that summarizes the feedback 
I have been receiving. 

Some of my comments. Speed is relative. First of all it does help 
stabilize the bike above 10 mph. How you deal with it depends 
on your knowledge, your skill level, the capabilities of your 
motorcycle, and how you apply all three to your ride. What can 
you do if you feel the ride is a little too fast for you? Request a 
position change within the group ride. The closer to the front of 
the group, closer you are positioned behind the Road Captain the 
slower your ride will be for you. Of course, having been to a 
GRASS class, you know you only change positions after dis-
cussing it with your Road Captain during a rest/gas stop. 

If you can't wait for a stop then notify the closest most conve-
nient rider to you and safely drop out of the ride. Continue on 
the ride to the next stop. If several people feel the ride is too fast, 
or beyond their limits, then at the next stop talk with the Road 
Captain about forming a slower group. Our Road Captains will 
work with you to provide a ride comfortable for the majority of 
our riders. The opposite also works if a ride is too slow, then, 
request a speedier group. If you are the only rider looking for 
more or less speed, then maybe you need to ride your own ride. 
You can still enjoy the camaraderie of other riders at all stops. 
Safety is foremost for all of us. So don't be goaded into riding 
beyond your limits. 

In closing, I think and feel we all have to be considerate of our 
brothers and sisters of Top Cats riding needs, wants, and desires; 
do what we can to appreciate their riding abilities, style, and 
adjust our riding style to coincide with the group. While riding 
within our group, we should all be accessing each other's riding 
abilities and adjusting our riding style to fit within the constraints 
of each group. 
I'm sure the last thing anyone of us wants to do is put any con-
straints on a sport that says: 

Ride Free (as a group). 
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SPECIALTZOKI IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
4 	 r riar4 qnld Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 

www.americasopenroad.com  

  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Sandra Vernon 

(vern693@aol.com) 
847/634-6402 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 
a heniff@,mailstation.com) 

847/381-5357 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	John Lunde 
(mongerl@hotmalcom) 

815/459-2488 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirknal77(&aol.coml 

847/854-4137 

Director 	Bard Boand 
(hboankgfedex.rom) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
afraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
ffazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4*aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  1-1011.1NE(1347) 622-3501 e-mail: topeats mu* hot-m.11mm 

NEXT MEETING: October 7, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com ) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544@yahoo.com) 847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@,aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpmankkaoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick*wickes.com) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 

Hotline 	Jim Haase aimhaase@attbi.com) 847/776-7845 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 

847/363-1542 
847/438-4998 
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• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
OITLICIE .AT 
NiNv/W.I:E'H2INDACC11...1 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847:1 699-961111 ECK (S47) 6199-9653 
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Route 11 

SEE THE COOLEST 
KUSTOMS & 

RESTORATIONS BY "ZIMM" 
Date: October 26, 2003 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Top Cats lord)! si Sheila Glazov 
UNITE YOU TO CELEBRATE OUR 

Grano Opening 
grkezot Mipimdzi edzikA 

"Kustoms, Rods and Restorations by Zimm" 

Top Cat "Jordy" and his new business 
partner, Klaus ("Zimm") Zimmer, have 

created a new, state of the art auto 
and motorcycle restoration and 

"kustomizing" shop in Lakemoor. 

Join us for a fun-filled aftemoon of 
cars, motorcycles, refreshments 

and prizes !!! 

Routel2 

27992 West Route 120, 
#47, 

Lakemoor, Illinois 60051 
(1 mile west of US Route 12 

in the Lakes Region 
Business Park) 

Phone: (815) 385-6BTO 
(815) 385-6286 

Fax:: (815) 385-6285 
email: info@btocars.com  

www.btocars.com  

'32 FORD ROADSTER 
STREETROD 

'39 LINCOLN ZEPHYR 
KUSTOM 

'41 850HP BLOWN WILLYS 
COUP 

'54 FORD F100 PICKUP 

'59 CHEVY WAGON 

'62 FORD FALCON FUTURA 

'70 525 HP HEMI 
CHALLENGER R/T 

ZIMM'S 3000HP TOP FUEL 
DRAGSTER 

Trophies for best '30s, 40s, '50s 
'60s and '70s cars; oldest motor- 
cycle; most unique motorcycle; 
most accessorized motorcycle; 

and shiniest motorcycle 

Please RSVP for show cars and 
motorcycles 

Show your motorcycles and 
collector cars. 

i;rc. 
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SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT...vvvvvv.vikingdodge.com  

Rts.14 &176 • Crystal Lake 
Hablamos Espanol. Estamos para servide. 

OP TO 5 QTS SERVICE I-IC:OURS 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 	Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly higher. 

‘, 	One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

LUBE OIL& $ 
FILTER CHANGE 	+TAX NO APPOLNTIVIENT NECESSARY' 



ACTIVITIES CALANDAR October - December 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 
Sat-10/4 10:00 AM Little City Fund Raiser Little City, Palatine B. Welch 
Sun-10/5 10:30 AM Top Cats Water Colors Ride Broken Oar, Cary S. Levy 
Tue-1 0/7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Thu-10/9 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/12 11:00 AM Never Forget Thunder Run, Toy Run Start at Suburban HD 	Rolling Thunder 
Sun-10/12 DuKane ABATE Annual Toy and Food Run 	West Chicago 
Mon-10/13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/19 10:00 AM Top Cats Fall Color Ride Broken Oar, Cary J. Hasse 
Tue-11 /4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-11/9 McHenry Toys for Tots McHenry HOG 
Mon-11/10 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-1 2/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-12/7 8:00 AM Toys for Tots 
Mon-12/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 

Bold = Top Cats' ride 
Call the Top Cats' Hotline for ride updates (847)622-3501 or go to www.topcats.org . 

CONPAC GROUP 
340 W. BUTTERFIELD ROAD, #2C 

ELMHURST, IL 60126 

PH: (630) 758-0130 
FX: (630) 758-0135 

EMAIL: don@conpacgroup.com  

www.conpacgroup.com  

Call, fax or email us for a copy of 
our new 164 page catalog. 

TOP CAT MEMBERS 
We'll Donate 5% of your order value to 

NISRA 

Over 500 sizes of corrugated 
stock boxes, stretch film, 

carton sealing tape, bubble 
wrap, kraft paper, poly bags, 

and much more. 

If we don't have it `in-stock', 
We'll Make it for you ! 



(847) 52.6 4499 

HULDEN 
War worm- 
Wi/11,41 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
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s* 
*Planes* 

*Motorcycles* 
*Snowmobile 
*Trucks* 

Trikey's &wing 
FAO 

tY 

Custom &wing 
Patches, Zippers 	riaps 

Custom Body Jewelry 

347-353-3167 
I 3 

I 
I SYJ 

FAa 
L-NT/I, 

MOBILE, DETAILING ! 

*Cars* 
*Boats* 

*And More* 

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @Lield Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

p_ r 	 E 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

NU, EMI' 

Elm 

C, 

G - L A x ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING 
HUMIDIFICATION 
SHEET METAL 

I 	GEORGE J. LAX 
CELL # (84'7) 533-5236 
P.O. BOX 725 
LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 



ELECTIONS...BOARD 2004 
By Traveler 

One of the reasons we enjoy the many activities in Top Cats is the leadership that guides and directs our Club. 
It isn't any one member of our Board. It is the result of the collective effort of every Board member and com-
mittee members. The lesson is simple...the composition of your Board is directly related to the success of your 
Club. 

Over the next few months we will be accepting nominations for a variety of positions on the Board so the slate 
for 2004 can be submitted to the serving Board for approval prior to elections this fall. If you desire to serve on 
the Board...go for it. If you know someone who would serve the Club well in a position, nominate them. Most 
importantly, when we hold elections...vote. 

However you_participate in the election process, remember the great times you have had and recognize the 
tremendous effort it takes to coordinate Club events. Make your nominations, volunteer for a position, or vote, 
based not on what a nice person someone is but, on whether or not that person has the time, the passion, the 
skills, the demonstrated leadership, the commitment, and the sense of fairness and ethics that you would demand 
of someone leading our Club. Anything less and our Club will cease to progress as it has since its inception. 

As Top Cats, if we have any obligation at all to our fellow members it is this...to promulgate and perpetuate the 
growth, the evolution, and the continued development of our organization and our sport. We can only do this by 
ensuring, through the election process, that we have the best possible leadership on our Board that our Club has 
available. 

Our By - Laws specify an organization structured to. manage, maintain, support, and develop the activities of 
interest to our members, and in fullfilment of our basic charter ...motorcycle enthusiasts who own g business or 
are employed in an executive position with authority over a division, department or other entity... and we are 
...a forum for the exchange of ideas affecting.motorcyclists; fostenng member development through network-

ing, business, educational and social opportunities; and acts as a motorcyclists' rights and interests advocate. ' 
This charter is governed by the Board of Directors comprised of as a minimum, the Officers (President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and immediate Past President), and four Directors. Terms shall begin on January 
1st for the penod specified for that position. 
The Board of Directors, (Executive Committee, Past President, and four Directors) must meet annually at the 
call of the President although in fact, they meet monthly. The Executive Committee exercises all of the power 
and authority of the Board of Directors between the annual meeting of the Board. It looks like this: 
With annual elections occurring on December 2, 2003, you need to understand the terms of our Officers and 
Directors. The Officers shall serve a one - year term and may serve no more than tvvo, consecutive one - year 
terms. The additional Directors shall serve two - year terms and may serve no more than two consecutive two - 
year terms. While serving, or upon completition of a term, or terms, a Director may run for a position on the 
Executive Committee. An Officer upon completition of a term, or terms, may run tor a Director position or a 
position on the Executive Commitiee other than the one just served in if they have successfully completed their 
term. 
Our annual elections will elect/confirm the following: 

Position 	Candidates as of 15 September 2003 	Term 

President 	Sandy Vernon 	 2d, and last, one - year term 
Vice President 	Jim Heniff 	 2d, and last, one - year term 
Secretary 	John Lunde 	 2d, and last, one - year term 
Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 	 2d, and last, one - year term 
Past President 	Wayne Kirkpatrick (Non - elected position) 2d, and last, one - year term 
Director 	 John Fraccaro 	 2d, and last, two - year term 
3 Directors* 	Rose Temple 

Terry Kumro 

*Elections will confirm the incumbent positions and elect three Directors from the candidates listed above. 

Nominations will be accepted through November 4, 2003 so there is still time to talk to your Nominating 
Committee about running or nominating someone. Your Nominating Committee is composed of: 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 	Ric Case 
Geroge Lax 	 Rob Mann 

Confusing? I suppose it is pretty complex but it works and is responsible for the outstanding activities we all 
enjoy, the environment of mentoring and safety our club operates in, and the great nation - wide reputation main-
tained by Top Cats - Illinois. 
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Full Test: 2003 Harley-Davidson 
V-Rod 
America's Motorcycle Turns 100 
By Edmunds.com  Editors 

Tach at 5,500 rpm. Dump the clutch. Just dunnp it. 
Big, meaty 180/55ZR18 rear radial slides sideways, 
squealing for traction. Butt pinned to a hunnp built 
into the semi-solo seat. Arms stretched wide from 
the acceleration. 

Cripes, this is a Harley? 

Sticky Dunlop D207 finally finds traction. Pin the 
throttle. Just nail it. Tach needle literally skips to 
9,000-rpm redline. Fingers go white from gripping 
the handlebar so tightly. 

Cripes, this is a Harley? 

Grab second gear. Tach passes 6,000. Front wheel 
gets light. Snick into third just below nine grand. 
Front wheel still light. Bar waggles under accelera-
tion as you pass 140. 

Cripes, this is a Harley? 

Say hello to the V-Rod, the Harley-Davidson that 
thinks it's a Ducati. Forget any back-handed com-
pliments like "good power for a cruiser" or "sophis-
ticated for a Harley," the new V-Rod's 1,130-cubic-
centimeter engine is a marvel. As soul-stirring and 
powerful as a Ducati 916 and as well behaved as a 
Honda VTR1000, the V-Rod sports the most power-
ful V-twin cruiser engine in the biz. 

The 60-degree V-twin, designed with input from 
sports car legend Porsche, puts out a reported 110 
horsepower at the rear wheel. Though its large dis-
placement V-twin format practically guarantees suf-
ficient low-end torque, it's the eye-opening surge at 
5,000 rpnn that really gets your attention. In the 
lower gears, you have to be ready to tap dance on 
the shift lever because the V-Rod really does flash 
through revs once it gets a head of steam. 

And since the four-valve-per-cylinder V-twin is fuel-
injected, it is also a model of civility, its muted 
throbbing feeling all the world like a cross between 
Ducati's ST4 sport tourer and the aforementioned 
Honda VTR (though how well these favorable com-
parisons will sit with the Harley faithful — who have 
long held they prefer their American iron because it 
"feels" different from Japanese and Italian V-twins 
— still remains open to conjecture). Credit the 
Porsche involvement. Give thanks to improved 
Harley-Davidson quality control. Either way, the 

engine is a revelation (and likely why it's officially 
dubbed the "Revolution" engine by Harley-
Davidson). 

Its only downside stems from the fact that this is 
Harley's first liquid-cooled street bike. In the sultry 
dog days of summer, the cooling system's fan was 
almost always running full blast. And it is very loud. 
Noisy enough at idle to make the V-Rod's muted 
"potato-potato" exhaust note hard to hear. Besides, 
at rest, it blew plenty of superheated air onto my 
right leg. 

Though the styling is radically different, the V-
Rod's chassis is typically Harley; long, low and oh 
so stable. The steering head angle is a whopping 
38 degrees (trick triple clamps bring the fork tubes 
back in four degrees for an effective rake of 34 
degrees). The front end looks like it canne off of a 
circa '70 Bay Area cruiser. 

In fact, the front wheel is so far out there that it 
remains in your peripheral view even when you're 
riding. It lends an impression that the V-Rod is 
even longer than its massive 67.5-inch wheelbase 
suggests. It's quite a cool sensation. Chassis 
specs like this usually equate to a rather evil-han-
dling motorcycle. But somehow Harley has man-
aged to make the V-Rod fairly adept in the corners. 
For a cruiser, of course. The radically raked fork 
can make the steering awkward at parking lot 
speeds, but the V-Rod's handling gets more pre-
cise as speed increases. There's also a little more 
ground clearance than usual for a cruiser, so the V-
Rod acquits itself quite well when traversing off-
ramps. 

While the 49mm front fork's damping is relatively 
plush, the rear shocks are quite harsh. It's typical 
of any low-slung cruiser since wheel travel is limit-
ed in order to get the low seat height (in this case, 
26 inches). Nonetheless, the biggest improvement 
Harley could make to the V-Rod is another 25mm 
of rear shock travel along with softer springing. 
Surprisingly, I found the seating position quite 
comfortable. Surprising because the V-Rod's lay-
out places the rider's footpegs so far forward. 
Although I would have preferred they were moved 
two inches rearward, the seat-to-handlebar rela-
tionship was ideal for my 5-foot-11 frame. At least 
for city and backroad riding. Like all other cruisers 
without a windshield, the sit-up-and-beg riding 
position turns the pilot into a sail at elevated high-
way speeds. But then, Harley never meant for the 
V-Rod to be a tourer. 

What it wanted was the biggest, baddest power 
cruiser on the market. And it got it. Long-tinne fans 
of this segment will remember the impact of 
Yamaha's V-Max, itself a sport-bike killer amongst 
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cruisers. The V-Rod is similar in spirit. In fact, this 
new engine deserves much more than just being 
limited to cruiser use. Harley should build a Ducati 
Monster-like street rod around it, and Buell would 
have a category killer if it slipped the V-Rod's 
engine into the new XB9R Firebolt. 

The V-Rod's exclusivity commands a premium, 
even at already hefty Harley prices. The 2003 ver-
sion retails for $17,995, and by the time you read 
this, the '04s should be in town, complete with a 
price increase and additional paint options. 

You'll have to decide if that's money well spent. I 
can tell you that, after 40 years of living on its '60s 
reputation for building the baddest motorcycles on 
the planet, Harley-Davidson once again has the 
fastest custom on the market — no excuses nec-
essary 

riNhat lf, Part II 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Recently, those who attended a general meeting were 
advised of certain charactersistics to consider when decid-
ing to nominate a candidate for a place on the Board of 
Directors or officers of the Topcats. Certainly attending nnost 
of the activities was important, as well as avoiding one per-
ceived to have a negative opinion about how things are 
done. 

What if a season ticket holder who never missed a Bears 
Game was considered qualified to coach based on that cri-
teria. (It Could work.) 
What if Thomas Edison agreed that candles and kerosene 
lamps were plenty good? 
What if one were to take note of the members who did 
something rather than showed up and considered those as 
potential candidates. 
What if all the members each made the effort to select can-
didates for open offices? 
What if an officer or Director joined you at your table at the 
start of each meeting and the first ten minutes of the meet-
ing was a round table discussion on any topic you wanted? 
What if we held a Fall Ride next year and there was no bike 
to raffle? 
What if there was a Fall Ride next year and we had a lot of 
sponsors, donated prizes, and a location that allowed the 
riders to stay a while? (It's called a party.) 
What if you went back to last month's ROAR and re-read 
Roberta's comments? 
What if you change with whom you sit at the next meeting 
and try to name everyone at the new table? 
AND, What if you were a new director? What if you asked 
some of your friends to put your name up for nomination 
and you got a gold patch, and rode in front? OK, What if you 
nominated your friend? Would that be a good thing or would 
your friend think you were getting even for some heinous 
deed? 



Minutes of September 8th 
Board Meeting 

Dukes Bar & Grill — Wauconda 
John Lunde — Secretary 

Attending this evening were President — 
Sandra Vernon; Vice President — Jim Heniff; 
Treasurer — Don Shaffer; Secretary — John Lunde; 
Directors — Chuck Prettyman, John Fraccaro and 
Jim Krepel; Past President — Wayne Kirkpatrick; 
Safety — Ric Case; Activities — Jim Haase, and 
Membership — Kathy Citko. 

Sandy called the meeting to order and did a 
brief recap on the Presidents Ride where 51 bikes 
and 70 people attended. Sandy thanked all the Past 
Presidents who helped on this ride. The Board 
approved by e-mail vote to spend up to $1000 on the 
Top Cats Members Only Picnic to be held on 
September 7th, 2003. Sandy asked that the Activities 
Committee have the first quarter of the 2004 calen-
dar ready for Board approval at the October 9th 
Board meeting. 

Don Shaffer indicated that he e-mailed finan-
cial statements to all Board members today. Don 
added that the Charity Ride has its costs covered 
now and that we have at least $3000-$4000 in donat-
able funds at the present. The Board accepted the 
Financial Statement. Don concluded with a recap on 
the costs of ROAR and a brief discussion on options 
was addressed. 

Kathy Citko presented the following appli-
cants for membership and the Board approved; 
Keith Zawilla (Associate), Mark Haller (Regular), 
Frank Tierney (Regular), Bob Johnson (Regular) 
and Paul Morin (Regular). The Board will validate 
the 2004 Dues structure at the October Board meet-
ing. Kathy will work with Don Shaffer on mailing 
renewal forms at the end of the year. 

Suggestions for changes to the Membership 
process should be given to Sandy before the next 
Board meeting. Members joining in September 
(official date of 9/8/03) or later will be considered to 
have paid their 2004 dues. The time line for 2004 
Renewals will be invoices sent out in October with 
a due date of December 31st. Final notice will be in 
the December ROAR and those not paid will be 
removed from the Roster as of 1/31/04. 

The Top Cats Business Directory is being 
scrapped due to a lack of interest and participation. 

Jim Heniff is working on obtaining event 

insurance for the Charity Ride. A motion was 
approved for an amount of up to $2000 for purchase 
of insurance. If the amount is higher a poll of Board 
members will be needed. A second motion was car-
ried to continue the Ride in the event that event 
insurance cannot be obtained. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick handed over a certificate 
for a Sturgis 2000 Brick that was purchased by a 
club member in the Top Cats name. Wayne then 
updated that Board on the Nomination Committee 
status. He discussed the process and progress and 
asked all Board members who are up for election to 
notify the committee on their intentions within the 
week. 

John Fraccaro stated that Communications is 
going well. 

Jim Krepel will convene the Senior Road 
Captains for nominations. 

Chuck Prettyman discussed the progress of 
the Charity Ride. Some discussions on menu and 
entertainment options were discussed. Chuck will 
also keep the Programs part of our General Meeting 
to our members only. 

Sandy asked that Board Members send their 
written suggestions and comments on the dues struc-
ture, membership and the Charity Event for 2004 to 
her for consideration be fore the October Board 
meeting. These topics in written form will be put out 
in an open forum for discussion. 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Congratulations, Topcats! 
By Chuck Prettyman 

And thank you for all the effort, meetings, ticket sales, and 
personal tinne spent on Topcats largest club project. This 
year's Charity Ride started without a volunteer to be chair-
person and ended with all the leadership talent one could 
ask for. An individual who assumed the responsibility, 
made choices, and followed up took on each task. 

Specifically, Jesse Fojo secured our Main Event sponsor; 
Rose Temple was our creative genius that designed the 
tickets, shirts, and fantastic posters. Ed Kemper and Joe 
Rabanus took on security and parking while Don Schaffer 
kept the books in order. Jim McRoy handled the printing of 
the tickets while Rose managed the posters and flyers. 

Linda Daro has been the organizer of the volunteer corps 
and all around hustler, While the Riddicks, Kevin and 
(mostly) Janet kept ticket distribution and sales records. 

Roberta Arsennault is the Queen of pre-registration having 
personally sent out over 400 mailings to potential riders 
from data gathered by the NISRA staff. Ric Case toted the 
posters and flyers around for anyone who wanted to dis-
tribute them. 

Sandy Vernon made every effort to goose the board mem-
bers along. Jim Taz Krepel, who is a Board Director, was 
the route man and ticket hustler over a couple of week-
ends. Taz was also a team leader as was Rose Temple, Ed 
Kemper, and Ric Case who collectively kept their team 
members "in the game." 

Sal Saccammano volunteered his band and Ken 
"Hawkeye" Glassman rounded up the Vendors to supply 
whatever for the riders and passengers. 

All that leaves is the hard work and extra effort by so many 
members who contacted their business associates and 
friends and explained why those people should spend 
hundreds of dollars on raffle tickets to support boys and 
girls, and men and women who will benefit greatly by your 
generous good will. 

I enjoyed the opportunity to spend some Sundays and 
nights meeting other riders, citizens and a lot of nice peo-
ple who dug in their pockets for $10, $20, and sometimes 
$100 for a chance to help someone and the fantasy of 
owning a new Road King. What made it special was the 
time spent with the "A" team who stood in the rain, the 
dark, or the heat. Thanks Taz, Rose, Linda D, Linda and 
Kevin R, Linda M, and Gerry Hennif who charmed a lot of 
men out of their ticket money. 

Sloppy! 
By Traveler 

Hey gang, what if you spent hours on teaching your chil-
dren good manners only to have them slowly start disre-
garding them? Frustrating, huh? 

Recent Top Cat rides indicate that we have a growing 
number of riders who are disregarding our group - riding 
protocol, hand signals, spacing, and safety concerns. I'm 
guilty too. I'll forget to pass back a hand signal or creep 
up on the rider in front of me, or wander over into anoth-
er rider's track too often. I mentioned to one rider who 
was not passing on hand signals that they need to do that 
and, his reply was "Oh, I forgot about that." If all of us 
aren't consistent with our safe riding skills, we're inviting 
an occasion to practice accident scene management. 

Let's each of us be a bit more consistent of our obliga-
tions to our fellow riders during Club group rides. I'll 
commit to improving on it and I encourage you to try 
too. After all, think of what it would feel like if the para-
medics who responded to your accident didn't know what 
to do because they "Forgot about that." 

Congratulations to all who had a part in this year's effort 



MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 
2003 GENEFtAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

President Sandra Vernon called the meeting 
to order at the Boathouse Bar & Grill. We were 
asked to view out the window to see the 2003 Road 
King that we are raffling off at the Charity Ride later 
this month. 

This guests at this months meeting were; 
Bob Krugerud, Jenny & Steve Harris, Mark Haller, 
Rosemary Kief, Vic Pfammatter, Dennis Doherty, 
Jesse Kuczak, George Watt, Mike Larsen, Scott & 
Colleen Rowling, Karsten Striewe and Erin Katz. 

Vice President Jim Heniff urged the mem-
bership to attend our Charity Ride at the end of the 
month. Activities Chairman Jim Haase recapped 
August's events and outlined upcoming rides. 
Please check the website or hotline for updates. 

Treasurer Don Shaffer indicated that we are 
solvent as a club and praised Jim "Taz" Krepel and 
his group for selling over $3000 worth of Raffle 
Tickets over the past weekend. The cost of the 
motorcycle is now covered. Please register for the 
ride and sell those tickets! Don added that door 
prizes are still needed for the ride. 

Secretary John Lunde asked that anyone 
with Roster changes to please forward them to 
Kathy Citko. 

Past President Wayne Kirkpatrick will be 
heading up the nominating committee for the 
upcoming elections. All of the former Past 
Presidents; Rob Mann, George Lax and Ric Case 
will be on the committee as well. If you are inter-
ested in participating, please contact any of the 
above people. Wayne described that the Executive 
Committee serves a 1-year term (2 terms max) and 
the Directors serve a 2-year term (2 terms max). If 
you would like to run for a position please contact 
Wayne or a member of the committee. Nominations 
will be accepted until November 4th with the elec-
tions held on December 2nd. 

Director Chuck Prettyman urged the mem-
bership to help sell those tickets and that we are in 
need of donated items to be used in the raffle. Chuck 
added that we are in need of Guides to lead groups 
out during the Charity Ride. Chuck finished with  

thanks to the membership for all the well wishes he 
and Maureen received after their recent accident. 

Director Jim Krepel introduced Safety 
Chairman Ric Case. Rics' safety tip this evening 
was on managing intersections. 

Director Bard Boand indicated that our 
Products Committee still has items that our mem-
bership can purchase. If you would like Flags or 
shirts, please see Janet Riddick or Lori Hirshman. 
Bard then introduced Tom & Rose Temple and 
Mark & Lisa Sullivan (Awards Committee) who did 
a brief synopsis of the upcoming Awards Banquet 
next spring. If you have any ideas (categories or 
your assistance), please contact them. 

Director John Fraccaro congratulated Sal 
Saccomanno, our Webmaster on the great job he is 
doing on our website. Please forward any ideas or 
input to John or Sal. 

Chuck Prettyman introduced our Guest 
Speaker for this evening, Sue Afryl from "For Kids 
Only" a children's toy store on the north shore. Sue 
brought items.that can be used for upcoming Toy 
Runs and she donated 10% of this evenings sales to 
the NISRA Charity Ride. 

Member's announcements: See Ric Case if 
you need flyers or Posters for the charity ride. Larry 
Scalzitti is looking for other members who want to 
participate for the Iron Butt. Carrie Delich will be 
leading a pickup ride on Sat 9/6, meeting at the 
Broken Oar at 10 AM. 

Tonight's 50/50 Winner of $132 was Jeff 
Jones. Jeff graciously donated $100 to NISRA. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

BREAKDOWN! There is some kind of phenomenon 
that causes flat tires, no gas, broken engines only in 
the middle of nowhere. When that happens, we typi-
cally have two options...wait hours for that good 
samaritan or wait hours for roadside assistance. The 
latter is the preferred option and, if you don't have a 
roadside assistance program, consider buying one 
such as AAA Plus RV, H.O.G. Roadside Assistance, or 
AMA's Roadside Assistance. While the prices vary 
slightly, each package normally covers flat tires, sas, 
towing, and, in some cases, rental car and hotel reim-
bursement. The advantage of any package is...a plas-
tic card is a lot easier to carry than a major tool kit, 
spare gas can, inflate - flat, and a service manual 

CLASSY! BMW's billboard congratulating Harley on 
their 100th anniversary..."We'd say congratulations on 
your 100th but you wouldn't hear us." 

KIDS. I see an increasing number of kids on the back 
of motorcycles. Typically, it appears, it's grandfathers 
or dads siving joy rides to kids. The disturbing thing 
is...the kids are seldom dressed for a motorcycle ride! 
The helmet and eye protection are often adult size, the 
kids will be in shorts and t-shirts, and rarely will you 
see them with gloves. If you care about giving kids a 
safe ride, please make sure they have safety gear that 
fits and will provide the right protection if, God for-
bid, something happens. 

GREAT RIDE. If you have a spare day or two, con-
sider ridins. to Viola, WI to the S&S factory. S&S has 
been making performance items for motorcycles for 
45 years and their factory tour is a great adventure into 
what's left of small American manufacturers today. 
To commemorate Harley's 100th anniversary and 
their own 45th anniversary, S&S has introduced a lim-
ited - production 145 cubic inch engine. They cur-
rently have it displayed in their R&D department 
installed in 5 each, Arlen Ness bikes, Big Dog bikes, 
Bourget, and Titan. Located half way between 
LaCross and Madison, with the nearest hotel 6 miles 
away in Viroqua, Viola is a great destination with 
great back roads full of typical, Wisconsin scenery. 
It's a trip that's wee worth the cost of fuel. 

DON'T FORGET. Top Cats' Fall Charity Ride is 
September 28, at Country Lakes Resort. Show up to 
help set up, help register, help park bikes, or help 
clean up but, show up. You owe it to your Club, your 
fellow riders, and to the kids of NISRA. 

ACCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT. Top Cats has been 
teaching accident scene management before it became 
popular to present formal "Certification" programs. 
The skills learned in our own safety course are proven 
and invaluable. During one recent motorcycle acci-
dent, when the Bull Valley cops showed up, I 
explained how we had the scene secured, how traffic 
was being routed, who the other driver was, what hap-
pened, and what we were doing to care for the injured. 

The two cops responded with "Great. Thanks. Keep 
on doing what you're doing until we can take over." A 
good indorsement of our safety class. 

Biker Culture 

Thoughts from a long, solo ride... 

Is holy water just water they boiled the hell out of ? 

Is a psycho path a route that crazy people take through 
a forest? 

Do fish say "Dam!" when they swim into a concrete 
wall? 

Would eskimos get "Polaroids" if they sat on the ice 
too long? 

Wouldn't a boomerang that doesn't work be called a 
stick? 

Aren't Santa's helpers just "Subordinate clauses?" 

Wouldn't you get spoiled milk from a pampered cow? 

If you made a vampire snowman would you get frost-
bite? 

I think the difference between roast beef and pea soup 
is that anyone can roast beef. 

I think gorillas have big nostrils because they have big 
fingers. 

I wonder if they served Sanka on the Titanic? 

Why do they call women's doctors a guynocologist? 
Shouldn't it be a galacologist? 
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